
Exodus 22:28 

“You	  shall	  not	  revile	  God,	  nor	  curse	  a	  ruler	  of	  your	  people.” 

The purpose of Israel’s time at Mount Sinai was to develop as a nation upon the 

foundation stone of the Word of God. Moses went up the mountain alone, and 

came down the mountain with clear and detailed instructions from heaven 

regarding how the people should live. These instructions are referred to simply as 

“The Law” and can be divided into three groups. The Moral Law is a list of 

unchanging standards God set upon mankind. The Religious Law was designed to 

instruct the people regarding relationship with God, and the Civil Law was created 

to keep order. Since God was forming this traveling band into a nation, it would be 

necessary to also establish leadership, and because of the nature of men, it would 

not be long before the people would begin to complain about those who are in 

charge. Knowing this was coming, God declares, 

Exodus 22:28 

“You	  shall	  not	  revile	  God,	  nor	  curse	  a	  ruler	  of	  your	  people.” 

Simply put, God made it illegal for the people to curse their rulers. This is not 

because the rulers would always prove to be faultless, nor did it mean they were 

above the law, or their actions could not be questioned. In fact, God always puts a 

higher standard on rulers, than he does on the rest of the people. What this law 

was designed to do was point out the folly of sitting around complaining about 

those who are in charge. 

Instead of grousing about our leaders, the laws, or the direction the nation is 

heading, the Bible gives us a far more productive way to handle poor leadership, 

and a declining culture. God instructs us to pray for our leadership, and to 

infiltrate culture with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

I wonder what would happen, if we took half the time we spent complaining about 

the condition of our nation, and invested that time in prayer and seeking effective 

ways to bring the Gospel message to others. 
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