
Exodus 25:2 

“Speak	  to	  the	  children	  of	  Israel,	  that	  they	  bring	  Me	  an	  offering.	  From	  everyone	  who	  gives	  it	  

willingly	  with	  his	  heart	  you	  shall	  take	  My	  offering. 

A few years ago I heard a word I had never heard before, or ever dreamed could be 

real. That word was “glamping.” “Glamping,” according to the urban dictionary, is 

“a form of glamorous camping done by urban types.” Those who “glamp” turn 

tents into elaborate structures with all the comforts of home. Once inside the 

tent, you are sure to forget you are in the wild. Of all the glamorous tents ever 

constructed by these wanna be campers, none could compare in beauty or cost to 

the Tabernacle Israel built in the wilderness. At the current value of an ounce of 

gold, the Tabernacle would have cost more than $50 million just in materials. The 

question is, where did all that money come from? 

“Speak	  to	  the	  children	  of	  Israel,	  that	  they	  bring	  Me	  an	  offering.	  From	  everyone	  who	  gives	  it	  

willingly	  with	  his	  heart	  you	  shall	  take	  My	  offering.” 

Moses laid out the building plans for the Tabernacle, then instructed the people to 

go home and consider what part they would play in the construction of the 

Tabernacle. Each family was to prayerfully consider their financial condition, in 

light of the work that God wanted to do. In the end, the people were to give 

willingly to the work. 

I am sure many factors were considered as families got together to examine their 

finances. They needed to look at their net worth, what expenses they had to 

cover, and to keep in mind that the future is unknown, and they could not be 

certain what kind of provision was around the corner. I am sure, in addition to 

looking at their needs, they also considered some wants. If they gave to the work 

of the Lord, that would mean they had less to spend on pleasure, amusement or 

vacations. Another factor they needed to consider, was that by giving to the Lord, 

they were giving to something bigger than themselves; a work that would continue 

long after they were gone. So much of our expenses are spent on things that don’t 

last, giving to the Tabernacle was giving to something that would be used for the 

furtherance of the kingdom for years to come. 

When considering your finances, and what to do with them, it is important to 

carefully examine what you have, but it is also important to consider what kind of 

lasting impact you are making for the kingdom of God. Perhaps it is time to 

prayerfully consider what investments you are making in the furtherance of the 

Gospel. 
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