
Exodus 5:2 

“And	  Pharaoh	  said,	  ‘Who	  is	  the	  Lord,	  that	  I	  should	  obey	  His	  voice	  to	  let	  Israel	  go?	  I	  do	  not	  

know	  the	  Lord,	  nor	  will	  I	  let	  Israel	  go.’” 

All of Pharaoh’s foolish decisions can be traced back to this statement. The fact is, 

he did not know the power of God, which caused him to view the miracles as 

parlor tricks, and have his magicians do the same. It was a failure to understand 

the provision of God. He couldn’t see how releasing his work force would ever be 

good for the prosperity of his nation. Most of all, it was his failure to comprehend 

the plans of God, that caused him to harden his heart and resist Moses. Week after 

week, month after month, Moses preached to Pharaoh. He explained the plans of 

God, and yet Pharaoh resisted. He failed to realize these oppressed slaves were 

part of the plan of God, to save the human race. What he saw, was an immigrant 

work force to further his kingdom. God saw the nation from whom the Messiah 

would come, and the world would be saved. Pharaoh’s hardened heart and 

resistance to Moses’ message did not thwart the plans of God, but it did cost 

Pharaoh dearly. It cost him in this life: He suffered, his family suffered, and his 

nation suffered, all because he refused to submit to the plans and purposes of 

God. What a different story we would read, had Pharaoh only accepted the Word 

of God. 

The same remains true today. God’s purpose is still to save humanity. Week after 

week, month after month, His message is being declared, and many are responding 

by placing trust in Christ. Sadly, however, many follow the foolish example of 

Pharaoh. They harden their hearts and resist the Word of God. Instead of resisting 

God and suffering loss, both now and in eternity, will you respond to His call, and 

surrender to Christ? His love for you is great and His plans are perfect. 
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