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Calvary Chapel Women’s Study 

Lesson 4 

 

Galatians 4 
 

Read Galatians 4:1-31 
 
Give a title for the following sections  

 
 Gal 4:1-7 

 Gal 4:8-11 

 Gal 4:12-20 

 Gal 4:21-31 

 
 

Read Galatians 4:1-7 
 

1. Define the following terms from Gal 4:1 
 
 Heir 

 Child 

 Slave 

 Master 
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2. What point is Paul making in Gal 4:1-3 by using the illustration of a child who 

is under the guardianship of another? 

 

3. What does the phrase "In the fullness of time" mean? 

 

The time that Christ came into the world was unparalleled in human history; one 

language, highway system and government connected the world together 

making travel and communication possible like never before.  

 

4. What did God do when the time was right?  

 

5. How does Isaiah 7:14 shed light on Gal 4:4? 

 

6. According to Gal 4:5 why did Jesus come? 

 

7. Define the following terms from Gal 4:5 

 Redeem  

 Adoption 
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8. According to Gal 4:6-7 what are the benefits of being adopted into the family 

of God. 

 

For Discussion  
 
A. Look up the following verses and share what they teach regarding redemption 

and adoption. 
 

 Ephesians 1:7 

 Galatians 3:13 

 
B. Share your thoughts on why redemption is necessary before adoption can 

happen. 
 

C. Share your thoughts on what it means to have been adopted by God.  
 

D. Look up the word "Abba." Share what you learned.  
 

9. Try to imagine the differences between a person who is the slave or servant 
of a household and one who is an heir. What do you think are the biggest 
differences? 

 

 

Read Galatians 4:8-11 
 

1. According to Paul what did we serve before we came to Christ? 
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2. What were the Galatians doing that made little sense to Paul? Gal 4:9 
 

3. What do you think Paul is referring to when he wrote in Galatians 4:10 "You 
observe days and months and seasons and years."? 

 
 

4. Fear is often seen as a negative emotion that keeps us from things we should 
experience. In verse 11, how does Paul's statement regarding fear expand 
your view of fear as a healthy emotion? 
 

 

For Discussion 
  
E. What are some things that a Christian should be afraid of? 
 

Read Galatians 4:12-20 
 

1. According to Gal 4:13, what was the cause of Paul bringing the gospel to 
Galatia? 

 
 
 

2. Compare verse 13 with verse 15. What do you learn about the trial Paul 
endured? 

 
 
 

3. What do you learn about trials and physical infirmities from the fact that 
Paul, while faithfully serving Jesus was stricken with them? 

 
 
 

4. Look at the following verses, what do they teach you concerning the purpose 
of trials? 
 James 1:12 (Temptation and trial are the same Greek word) 
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 Romans 5:3 

 Psalm 23:4 

 James 1:2-3 

 1Pet 4:12-13 

 
5. Paul says the Galatian Christians received him as they would an angel or even 

Jesus Himself. What application can you draw for your own life from that 
statement? 
 

 
 

6. In verse 17, who is Paul referring to with the phrase, "They zealously court 
you, but for no good; yes, they want to exclude you, that you may be zealous 
for them"? 

 
 
 

7. With what does Paul compare the ministry in Gal 4:19? 
 
 
 

Read Galatians 4:21-31 
 
Paul will use the story of Isaac and Ishmael to contrast the Law with the work of 
Christ. As you read through this section keep in mind that he is using an illustration 
to help us understand what law does and what grace provides.  
 

1. According to verse 21, why was it so hard for Paul to understand the 
Galatians returning to the Law? 

 

2. What does Isaac represent in the illustration? 
 

3. What does Ishmael illustrate? 
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4. In Galatians 4:29 Paul wrote, "But, as he who was born according to the flesh 
then persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, even so it is now." 
How do those who attempt to live after the Law persecute those who try to 
live under grace? 

 

 

For Discussion 
  
F. Ishmael was the byproduct of Abraham failing to trust God and act in his own 

strength. Isaac was the child of the fulfilled promises of God. In what ways have 
you failed to trust God and attempted to accomplish things in your own 
strength? 

 

 

G. In what ways have you trusted God and seen Him to be faithful to keep His 
promises? 

 

 

H. Abraham was commanded to cast out Hagar and Ishmael to illustrate to us the 
need to cast off the concept that our accomplishments can make us right with 
God. In what ways do you struggle with a merit based relationship with God? 
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Moving Forward  
Galatians 4:8-9 

“But then, indeed, when you did not know God, you served those which by nature are not gods. But 

now after you have known God, or rather are known by God, how is it that you turn again to the 

weak and beggarly elements, to which you desire again to be in bondage?” 

 

Paul is reminding the Galatians that many of the behaviors and activities they were involved in, before 

coming to Christ, are no longer fitting. Before accepting Christ, much of our existence is spent trying 

to find the meaning of life, or at least some semblance of meaning. We realize something is missing, 

and continually search for it. We may party for a while, thinking that will make us happy, or get 

involved in a relationship or multiple relationships, all in pursuit of filling a void or adding something 

to life. Some are able to realize the inability of these cravings to satisfy and move on to something 

else. However, many become addicted and find themselves in bondage to the very pursuits that falsely 

promised freedom. Whatever your story is, you will not find life’s missing puzzle piece until you 

come to Christ. It is in Christ that we are made complete. “. . .and you are complete in Him . . 

.” Colossians 2 :10 

 

Paul wrote, when we come to Christ we are redeemed with the blood of God, adopted as sons of God, 

filled with the Spirit of God, and we become the heirs of God. Those are amazing benefits, especially 

when we consider all we did to receive them was believe Jesus Christ is the Savior, and invite Him to 

rule our lives. The moment you received Christ, those things became true of you. If you felt like a 

different person it was because you were. We might say, you are now a complete person. 

Now that you have been so dramatically changed by Christ, the things you once sought in life are no 

longer necessary. Returning to those trappings, would be like an idol worshipper meeting the true and 

living God and then returning to bow before his little clay image. We would say to that man, “You 

don’t need those things anymore.” In the same way, you don’t need to go partying, live in an ungodly 

relationship, or use sin as a stimulus in life any longer. YOU KNOW GOD and you can experience 

the life that is found in Jesus. 

“He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.” 1 John 

5:12 

Pastor Jim 


