
Devotional Thoughts  

 
Genesis 12:10 
"Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to dwell there, for the famine was 
severe in the land." 
 
Life is filled with ups and downs. Sometimes it seems like we are living under the sunshine of God's favor 
while other times we seem to be under a dark cloud of difficulty. Here we Finns that Abram and his 
family are facing a dark time. They were living as sojourners in the land of Canaan when famine struck. 
They soon realized that their only course of action was to head to Egypt. As they journeyed Abram was 
gripped with fear. He knew the danger they were stepping into and feared for his safety. Believing that 
once the rulers of the land saw his wife they would kill him and take her, he devised a plan that would 
keep him safe. He would convince Sarai to claim that she was his sister. It seemed as though the plan 
was working until the Lord uncovered the sin of Abram. As time went on this would prove to be a low 
spot in the life of Abram and one with some very heavy consequences.  
 
I think it would do us good to consider why this happened. What caused the “father of faith” to lose 
faith and fail so badly? I think the answer has something to do with perspective. Abram was allowing his 
circumstances to guide him instead of being led by the promises of God. It was the Lord that led Abram 
to Canaan but it was circumstances that led him to Egypt. Whenever we are facing difficulties that are 
casting a shadow of doubt upon the promises of God, we should not flee from the promises but cling to 
them more tightly. Whatever you are currently facing, no matter how difficult it may be the solution will 
never be found in wandering from the Lord but will always be found in drawing nearer to Him.  
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