
Devotional Thoughts  

 

Genesis 32:28 

And He said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel; for you have struggled with God and 

with men, and have prevailed.” 

The Bible is filled with fascinating stories and amazing promises. I think it is safe to say that the most 

amazing events ever recorded are written in the pages of our Bibles. Of all the stories this one records 

one of the most striking statements of them all; 

"You have struggled with God and prevailed"  

The same truth is recorded later 

Hosea 12:4 

"Yes, he struggled with the Angel and prevailed..." 

It does not surprise me to read that Jacob fought with God because that is an all too common 

occurrence. All of us have had times when God has instructed us to do something and we have resisted 

Him to our own hurt. I have found that when I fight against God, not only will I lose but sometimes I will 

bear scars from the battle. The big question is how Jacob fought with God and came out victorious?  

I think the answer is quite simple. Victory was achieved not by the fight but with the surrender. It was 

when Jacob stopped fighting and gave in to God that he became the champion and received the spoils. 

We will never win a battle against the will of God or the ways of God but we can come out victorious if 

we are willing to surrender to God. Years later when the book of Hebrews was written the writer refers 

to the heroic faith of Jacob who "leaned upon his staff." The reference is to the victory won when his 

knees bowed in submission to the The Lord.  

Whatever stage of life you may find yourself in, it is high time for a victory. The losing streak needs to 

come to an end. Why not give in to the ways of God and begin to experience the blessings of a 

champion rather than the agony of defeat.  

Pastor Jim  

 

 

 

 


