
Devotional Thoughts  

Genesis 42:36 

And Jacob their father said to them, “You have bereaved me: Joseph is no more, Simeon is no more, and 

you want to take Benjamin. All these things are against me.” 

Sometimes perspective is reality. How we see things will determine how we act. Jacob had experienced 

a series of very difficult trials, he lost his sons Joseph and Simeon and now he was in danger of losing his 

youngest son Benjamin. As these things built up around him he cried out in despair, "All these things are 

against me." What Jacob failed to realize is that the things that seemed to be working against him were 

the very things that God was using to work out the salvation of his family. All he could see was loss but 

God was at work behind the scenes preparing a work much greater than he could ever imagine.  

Life is like that. We see things through the lens of our limited experience and knowledge. When 

something goes against what we perceive as "the plan" we become discouraged, upset, heartbroken or 

even angry. Sometimes, like Jacob we will forget God's promises and raise our voice to accuse Him of 

wrong-doing. If only Jacob could look beyond the walls of his limited vantage point and see what God 

was actually accomplishing then instead of despair his voice would be filled with praise. God has a 

different way; He wants us to look not beyond our experiences but into His promises. He wants us to 

believe Him when He said that "ALL things work together for good for those who love God and are called 

according to His purpose."  

Regardless of what difficulties you are facing today, keep in mind that you cannot see the whole story. 

You are somewhere in the middle of what God is doing and He promises not to leave you but to work 

things out for His ultimate purposes.  
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