
Devotional Thoughts  

Genesis 49:22-24 

“Joseph is a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by a well; His branches run over the wall. The archers have 

bitterly grieved him, Shot at him and hated him. But his bow remained in strength, and the arms of his 

hands were made strong by the hands of the Mighty God of Jacob 

(From: There is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel), 

As the day of his death rapidly approached Jacob gathered his children together and spoke regarding 

what lie ahead. The writer of Hebrews summed up this chapter by saying,  

Hebrews 11:21 

"By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the 

top of his staff."  

When he finally reaches his son Joseph instead of looking forward, he looks back He does not speak of 

what is to come but of what has already transpired. The story of Joseph remains one of the most 

amazing stories ever told. A young man who fell victim to the bitter envy of his brothers, was sold into 

slavery, falsely accused, thrown into prison, and forgotten is somehow raised to the highest honor in the 

land. This great prince instead of becoming bitter and seeking revenge uses his position of power to 

rescue his family and restore their relationship. It was important to Jacob that Joseph remembers the 

secret of his great strength.  

"his bow remained in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong by the hands of the Mighty 

God of Jacob" 

The only way for Joseph to have survived and to excel was the strength of God. Even to the most casual 

observer it is clear that the hand of God was upon Joseph as he overcomes obstacle and opposition. In 

the same way the only way for him not to abuse his power and retaliate against his brothers was the 

mighty hand of God.  

It is so important for us to look back on what God has done for us if we are going to move forward with 

success. Don't ever forget that the mighty hand of God delivered you from the pit of sin and the task 

master of the Law. Don't ever forget that it was the Son of God whose work on Calvary has raised you 

from bitter slavery and made you a child of God and a joint heir with Jesus. No matter what lies ahead, 

when we remember that our hands are made strong by the hands of the mighty God we can overcome.  
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