
Devotional Thoughts  

 

Genesis 50:20 

"But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is 

this day, to save many people alive." 

We have all faced times in our lives where we have looked up from our circumstances and wondered 

how God could truly love us and let us go through this. If any man had a right to allow his circumstances 

to call into question the loving kindness of God it was Joseph. I can only imagine the horror he must 

have experienced when his brothers suddenly turned on him and cast him into a pit. That scene must 

have played over and over in his mind perhaps even while he slept. That first murderous act put 

Joseph's life on a course that would seem to be leading ever downward from kidnapped victim to slave 

to convicted rapist forgotten in a foreign prison cell. Many men, perhaps even most men would allow 

these circumstances to harden them as they plotted revenge on those who ruined their life. But Joseph 

proved himself to be unlike most men when instead of looking back when vengeful hate red, he looked 

up and saw the hand of God redeeming what had been destroyed. Long before he found himself face to 

face with his brothers, Joseph had gotten face to face with God and learned that the hand of God had 

been guiding his life for a single purpose - the salvation of souls. In what is one of the most beautiful and 

searching statements in scripture Joseph declares;  

"But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is 

this day, to save many people alive." 

Instead of allowing bitterness or regret to control our thoughts and action we should follow in the 

example of Joseph and realize that the redeeming hand of God has placed us where we are for the 

purpose of saving souls. Whether we are in a jail cell or sitting atop a corporate kingdom it is the hand of 

God that places us there with the purpose that we might win others to Christ.  

Pastor Jim  

 

 

 

 

 

 


