
Holy Spirit  

I. Intro quote Torrey  

"When we say that the Holy Spirit is a person, we mean that He is not a mere influence or power 
that God sends into our lives but that He is a Being who knows and feels and wills." 

"If we think of the Holy Spirit only as an impersonal power or influence, then our thought will 
constantly be, how can I get hold of and use the Holy Spirit; but if we think of Him in the Biblical 
way as a divine Person, infinitely wise, infinitely holy, infinitely tender, then our thought will 
constantly be, "How can the Holy Spirit get hold of and use me?"    

"The former conception is low and heathenish, not differing essentially from the thought of the 
African fetish worshipper who uses his god to do his will." 

In other words if we properly understand who the Spirit is we will desire to know Him 
better and to surrender ourselves and our wills to him more fully  

II. Premise - We are dependent upon revelation to understand God  

 

The only way to know who God is and what He is like is through revelation.  

Revelation - To make some known that was previously hidden  

 

The Bible speaks of 4 different ways God has revealed Himself. The first two are universal scope yet 
limited in detail. The remaining two are limited in scope and yet complete in detail. 

 

1. The first we might refer to as the witness within.  

Paul put it this way  

Romans 1:19 

because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 

This inner witness is universal in scope but very much limited in detail 

Since e beginning of recorded history there has never been an atheistic society. All 
cultures have had belief in Some form of a god. Even in modern times with the advent of 
the USSR and the attempt to create a society that removed God the population 



remained religious and with the collapse of the "Iron Curtain" missionaries found that 
young people who had been raised to believe there is no God were the first to respond 
in faith to Him.  

That being said the witness within will speak to us of the existence of God but is incapable of 
telling us much about Him. As a result people have created a multiplicity of gods that bear no 
resemblance to the God of Scripture.  

 

2. The second we might call the witness of creation  

Romans 1:20 

For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that 
they are without excuse, 

 

Psalms 19:1-3 

The heavens declare the glory of God; 

And the firmament shows His handiwork. 

Day unto day utters speech, 

And night unto night reveals knowledge. 

There is no speech nor language 

Where their voice is not heard. 

 

This witness is universal in scope. All over the world God has left witness of 
himself to humanity. The closer people live to creation the more likely they are 
to worship.  

This witness is limited in detail. Creation speaks to the existence and power of 
God  but says nothing of His love for us or His plan to redeem us. In fact looking 
at creation would cause us to question the love of God since we are looking at a 
fallen creation.  

 



3. The third revelation of God is the Scriptures  

Psalms 19:7 

The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul; The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise 
the simple 

 

This is limited in scope because many people have yet to hear the teaching of the Bible 
and in some places these teachings are even suppressed.  

Although limited in scope this revelation is unlimited in detail.  

Everything we can know about God is found in the pages of the Bible. If we have 
a thought about God that contradicts the word we must assume our thoughts 
are wrong because the scripture is complete  

 

4. Finally the fourth revelation is in the person of Jesus Himself.  

It is only by looking at Jesus that we will be able to properly interpret what the Bible 
teaches about God.  

Hebrews 1:1-2 

God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers 
by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has 
appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; 

 

III. The doctrine of trinity  

That being said we can look into the Word of God to determine the nature of God.  

The first subject we will attempt to examine is the doctrine of The trinity  

One of the most profound truths of the Christian faith is the doctrine of the Trinity. It separates 
Christianity from all other world religions. 

 

The Bible teaches that God is one; yet from the New Testament it is clear that this one God 
consists of three persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  



 

What Does it Mean That God is a Trinity? 

The doctrine of the Trinity means that there is one God who eternally exists as three distinct 
Persons — the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

Stated differently, God is one in essence and three in person.  

These definitions express three crucial truths:  

(1) The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are distinct Persons 

(2) Each Person is fully God 

(3) There is only one God. 

The fact that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are distinct Persons means that  

o The Father is not the Son 

o The Son is not the Holy Spirit 

o The Holy Spirit is not the Father.  

o Jesus is God, but He is not the Father or the Holy Spirit.  

o The Holy Spirit is God, but He is not the Son or the Father.  

o They are different Persons, not three different ways of looking at God. 

For example I am a son, a husband and a father but I am not three distinct 
persons  

The Trinity does not divide God into three parts. The Bible is clear that all three Persons are each 
one hundred percent God. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are all fully God.  

For example, it says of Christ that “in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form” 
(Colossians 2:9). 

 

The trinity was defined during the 4th century and clearly expressed in the Nicene Creed.  

 

We believe in one God—And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten of the Father, light of 
light, very God of very God, begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father—And we believe 



in the Holy Ghost, who is the Lord and giver of life, who proceedeth from the Father, who with the Father 
and Son, is worshipped and glorified, who spake by the prophets. 

 

A. Development  

 

The Trinity, though clearly defined in Nicaea was the position of the church since its inception.  

o The NT writers attributed deity to Father, Son and Spirit and saw them as separate 
persons.  

o The ante-Nicene church fathers were in agreement. Justin Martyr, Clement of 
Alexandria, Origen and Irenæus all considered the Son and the Spirit to be divine and 
separate 

Ante - is a prefix meaning before The Ante-Nicene fathers were the church 
leaders, pastors and theologians between the time of the Apostles and the 
Council of Nicaea  

How the Trinity was developed  

The ancient church of the third and fourth centuries was plagued with false teaching 
that challenged the deity of Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  

 Some regarded the Son as a lesser being created by the Father  

 Others argued that Jesus was a man who was adopted as the Son of God.  

 Still others argued  that there was one God who revealed Himself in three 
ways—Father, Son, or Spirit.  

To decide the issue, the early church asked, “Is this what the Scriptures teach?” And forged a 
doctrinal statement to express their findings. This statement is known as the Nicene Creed 

The Nicene Creed explains the Church's teachings about the Trinity. It does not directly 
quote Scripture, but it is based on biblical truths. 

Nicene Council did not invent the Trinity as some people imagine.  

A full century before the Nicene Council, Tertullian wrote an explanation and 
defense of the Trinity and was viewed by his third-century contemporaries as 
defending the orthodox Christian faith to nonbelievers. A couple of decades 
before Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria and Irenaeus, bishops at opposite ends 
of the Mediterranean basin, both taught the Trinity 



After converting to Christianity, Constantine the emperor soon discovered that "the church" was 
being  fractured by theological disputes, especially conflicting understandings of the nature of 
Christ. 

Arius, a priest of the church in Alexandria, asserted that  Christ was created by God 
before the beginning of time. Therefore, the divinity of Christ was similar to the divinity 
of God, but not of the same essence.  

Arius was opposed by the bishop, Alexander, together with his associate and successor, 
Athanasius. They affirmed that the divinity of Christ, the Son, is of the same substance 
as the divinity of God, the Father. To hold otherwise, they said, was to open the 
possibility of polytheism, and to imply that knowledge of God in Christ was not final 
knowledge of God. 

In response Constantine convened a council in Nicaea in A.D. 325. He seemed to be more 
interested in ecumenicalism than sound doctrine but this counsel provided the setting in which 
church leaders could convene and once and for all present the Biblical doctrine of the nature of 
The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

An estimated 318 bishops came from Rome, Jerusalem and Palestine, Egypt, Syria, 
Greece, Asia Minor, Persia, Georgia, Armenia, Gaul, Hispania and the Danube to the city 
of Nicaea in north western Turkey .  

A creed reflecting the position of Alexander and Athanasius was written and signed by a 
majority of the bishops.  

 

The Nicene Creed expressed what the early leaders of the Church found to be Biblical, 
traditional and orthodox in their Christian faith  

It is important to keep in mind that the Nicene Creed was developed through careful 
study of Scripture in light of every other possible concept being present.  

Scripture simply will not allow us to view God any other way that 1 God in 3 distinct 
persons   

 

Thus the Doctrine of the Trinity speaks of one God in three persons whose difference is 
relational and functional, not essential. We do not have three gods or three modes of God; we 
have one God.  

 

B. Creed  



Once the Scriptures were examined and a conclusion reached the Nicene Crred was drafted.  

It read: 

"We believe in one God—And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten of the 
Father, light of light, very God of very God, begotten not made, being of one substance 
with the Father—And we believe in the Holy Ghost" 

 

C. Amending the creed  

Several years after the Council of Nicaea, in 381 another comvention convened in Constantinople and 
amended the Nicene Creed. They felt that he previous creed had been to soft on the deity of the Holy 
Spirit and so the clause was added; 

 

"And we believe in the Holy Ghost, who is the Lord and giver of life, who proceedeth from the 
Father, who with the Father and Son, is worshipped and glorified, who spake by the prophets." 

Those who opposed this doctrine were called pneuma- tomachi ("fighters against the Spirit") 

 

IV. Biblical analysis of the trinity  

A. One God  

Deuteronomy 6:4 — Hear, O Israel: The LORD thy God is one LORD.  

 

Isaiah 46:9 — For I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me. 

 

James 2:19 — Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and 
tremble. 

 

As a result worship of any other than God was forbidden.  

Exodus 20:3 

“You shall have no other gods before Me." 



 

Israel recognized YHWH alone as God  

2 Samuel 7:22 — Wherefore thou art great, O LORD God; for there is none like thee, neither is 
there any God beside thee, according to all that we have heard with our ears. 

 

Israel's neighbors recognized this truth as well, for Naaman the Syrian said, 

2 KINGS 5:15 — And he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and came, and 
stood before him: and he said, Behold, now I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in 
Israel; now therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant. 

 

B. Plurality of God  

Doctrine of Trinity states there is 1 God in 3 distinct persons.  

We do not have three gods or three modes of God; we have one God.  

The 4th century bishop Basil showed that when we think of the Trinitarian God, we must 
always separate the terms “essence” and “person”; they are not synonyms.  

“Essence” is what makes God, God. Attributes such as omnipotence, 
omnipresence, and omniscience are involved here.  

“Person” is a term that defines the distinctions within that one essence.  

Thus we can correctly say “God the Father,” “God the Son,” and “God the Spirit,” while 
maintaining that they are one and inseparable in being.  

Deuteronomy 6:4 — Hear, O Israel: The LORD thy God is one LORD.  

Within the clearest expression of monotheism in Scripture we have a hint of the trinity. The 
wording is: 

"Hear, O Israel YHWY thy Elohim (a plural use of a name used for God) is one YHWH" 

 

We also see a hint of the Trinity in the use of the plural pronoun used by God for Himself  

Isaiah 6:8-9 

Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: 



“Whom shall I send, 

And who will go for Us?” 

Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.” 

And He said, “Go, and tell this people: 

‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; 

Keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’ 

 

Genesis 1:26 

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all 
the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

 

The "Us" cannot be Angels because their image is dramatically different than 
that of God. This is instead a subtle for telling of the Nature of God that will be 
clearly developed throughout the Bible; 1 God in 3 persons 

 

The Father is presented as God  

2 Corinthians 1:3 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all 
comfort, 

 

Ephesians 1:3 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 

 

1 Peter 1:3 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy 
has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 



 

The Son is presented as God 

Isaiah 7:14 

Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, 
and shall call His name Immanuel. 

 

Isaiah 9:6 

For unto us a Child is born, 

Unto us a Son is given; 

And the government will be upon His shoulder. 

And His name will be called 

Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

John 1:1-2 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. 

 

John 1:14 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

Titus 2:13 

looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 

 

Colossians 2:9 



For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 

 

The Holy Spirit is presented as God  

Acts 5:3-4 

But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back 
part of the price of the land for yourself? While it remained, was it not your own? And after it 
was sold, was it not in your own control? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You 
have not lied to men but to God.” 

 

1 Corinthians 3:16 

Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 

 

Besides numerous references to Him being the Spirit of God 

Romans 8:14 

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 

We also find that Devine attributes and actions are attributed to the Spirit.  

In other words, things man cannot do The Spirit of God does  

 He is eternal (Hebrews 9:14).  

 He is everywhere present (Psalm 139:7-10).  

 The Spirit is omniscient, i.e., He knows “all things, even the deep things of God” 
(1 Corinthians 2:10-11).  

Distinct persons  

While scripture presents the Father, Son and Spirit as God they are also seen as distinct persons, not 
different expressions of the same person.  

 

Baptism 

Matthew 3:16-17 



When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, 
the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 

 

Commissioning the church to baptize  

Matthew 28:19 

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

 

Sharing the grace  

2 Corinthians 13:14 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. Amen. 

 

The church  

(Acts 20:28) 

Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost 
has made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with His 
own blood.   

 

V. The personality of the Spirit  

"What are the distinctive characteristics or marks of personality? Knowledge, feeling and will. 
Any being who knows and feels and wills is a person. When you say that the Holy Spirit is a 
person, some understand you to mean that the Holy Spirit has hands and feet and eyes and nose, 
and so on, but these are the marks, not of personality, but of corporeity. When we say that the 
Holy Spirit is a person, we mean that He is not a mere influence or power that God sends into our 
lives but that He is a Being who knows and feels and wills. These three characteristics of 
personality, knowledge, feeling and will, are ascribed to the Holy Spirit over and over again in the 
Scriptures." 

 



A. Intellect 

1 Corinthians 2:10-11 

But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, 
the deep things of God. For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the 
man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. 

Nehemiah 9:20 

You also gave Your good Spirit to instruct them, And did not withhold Your manna from 
their mouth, And gave them water for their thirst. 

 

B. Emotion  

Romans 15:30 

Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus Christ, and through the love of the 
Spirit, that you strive together with me in prayers to God for me, 

Ephesians 4:30 

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption. 

 

C. Will 

1 Corinthians 12:11 

But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually 
as He wills. 

 

VI. The Role of the Holy Spirit  

 

Father primary character of the OT  

Son primary character of the gospels  

Spirit primary character of the church age  



 

Spirit seals saints for salvation 

Ephesians 1:13 

In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; 
in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 

 

Helps believers in difficulty 

John 14:26 

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you 
all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you. 

Helper - one who comes alongside to help, comforter  

Here He is described as your teacher and the one who brings things to 
remembrance  

 

Empowers believers for service  

The power of the Holy Spirit is the power of God.  

His power was first seen in the act of creation, for it was by His power the world 
came into being (Genesis 1:1–2; Job 26:13).  

The Holy Spirit also empowered men in the Old Testament to accomplish the 
will of God. All of Samson’s feats of strength are directly attributed to the Spirit 
coming upon him (Judges 14:6, 19; 15:14). 

 

This same power is now available to all believers through the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  

Jesus promised a special power to be witnesses of Him to the whole world 

 

Glorifies Jesus  

Spurgeon 



"It is the CHIEF office of the Holy Spirit to glorify Christ. He does many things, but this is 
what he aims at in all of them, to glorify Christ. Brethren, what the Holy Ghost does must 
be right for us to imitate: therefore, let us endeavour to glorify Christ. To what higher 
ends can we "devote ourselves, than to something to which God the Holy Ghost devotes 
himself? Be this, then, your emotional prayer, "Blessed Spirit, help me ever to glorify the 
Lord Jesus Christ!" 

 

VII. Spirit giving to the believer who asks  

 

Luke 11:1-13  

Working backwards from verse 13 we find that we are to ask for the Holy Spirit but we need to 
do so with persistance. 

In fact the application of asking, seeking and knocking is applied to asking God to pour His Spirit 
out upon us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


