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Deuteronomy 

“Remember the Word” 

 
I. Introduction to Deuteronomy 

 

A. Deuteronomy is the final book in a five part series called the Pentateuch, meaning five 

books.  

i. Authored by Moses, ending with an appendix most likely by Joshua, his successor. 

ii. 34 chapters, 959 verses.  Neither the longest nor the shortest book in the series. 

iii. The word Deuteronomy means second law.  This comes from a Greek translation of 

the Hebrew Old Testament.  It is unfortunate for a few reasons: 

1. It should really be rendered copy of the law.  Second law implies something 

that replaces the first and it does not.   

2. But even copy of the law is weak because we get the sense that this is just 

repetition and we already covered this ground in the other books. 

3. The Jews call the book the Dvarim or the Words from verse 1.  These are the 

words which Moses spoke.  

a. Words of God  

b. That Moses Spoke 

B. Theme of the Book is Remember the Word 

C. The central message of this book:  loving God with our whole heart through our whole life.   

i. Some of the themes that this book addresses  are  

1. Having a Godly perspective based on the word of God 

a. Remember 15 times 

b. Forget 14 times 

c. 74 times take heed/be careful/be diligent/keep/beware/watch 

i. Ephesians 5:13 walk circumspectly 

1. Circumference look all the way around your life 

2. The importance of family to God. 

a. 124 times Hebrew word for sons/children/descendants/grandchildren 

b. 71 times Father or Fathers 

c. Wives 7 times 

d. Little ones 11 times 

3. The commitment of God to continue His plan after our failure. 

ii. These are the words of Moses – A book of the Heart. 

1. Who prayed for, pleaded with, instructed, corrected, exhorted, bore with and 

loved the people of God, as a type of Christ. 

2. Forty years of perspective and heartbreak. 

a. Reminiscent of the wisdom and perspective that John wrote the gospel 

of John with. 

b. Reminiscent of the father heart that Paul wrote with to Timothy in 2 

Timothy.  A deep passion to see the next generation do well in their 

walk with the Lord 
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iii. Key Verse - Deuteronomy 6:4-5 

1. Key verse because Jesus says so. 

2. This does not appear in the earlier books of the law.  But is not an addition, 

rather it is a summation 

a. Moses sat before God for forty years and meditated upon what had 

already been revealed and came to understand what it was all about 

3. Reference in Matthew 22:37-40 

a. In other words, all of the Bible is about loving God and loving people 

b. We should always ask those questions when we are studying a text. 

4. As we look at Israel in Deuteronomy, God is speaking to us through Israel's 

example both individually and generationally. God in the Old Testament is 

dealing with a nation and a temple. In the New Testament He is dealing, not 

with a nation, but with an assembly of people who gather in His name, the 

church. And the temple He now deals with is the individual Christian. 

 

II. Outline for Deuteronomy 

 

A. Review leading up to Deuteronomy  

i. Genesis covered creation until the time when seventy of Israel (Jacob’s), family came 

to Egypt 

ii. Exodus tells how they became a great people; fell into slavery, and how God rescued 

them from out of slavery to bring them into a Land that he had promised to Abraham 

their forefather.  

iii. Leviticus covered the details of God setting up how they were to relate to him and to 

worship him as His people. 

iv. And Numbers tells of how the people were preparing for battle, to go in and take 

what God had promised them, but how, through a failure to trust Him, they failed. 

B. Can be divided into three main parts: Past, Present, Future 

C. Chapters 1-4 Remembering the past 

i. Chapter 1-3 remember your successes and failures 

1. We are not to dwell on our past, or to be bound by it. 

2. But we are to learn from the past and let it strengthen our walk with Jesus 

TODAY. 

ii. Chapter 4 Remembering Moses example 

iii. Remember me 2 Timothy 3:14 

D. Chapters 5-25 Remembering to obey the  word in the present 

i. Chapters5-11 Obeying the Word in your heart. 

1. Chapter 5 Recapping the 10 commandments, also known as the law. 

2. Chapter 6 The heart of the law:  The word in your whole life 

a. 6:4-9 The priority of God in all things. 

b. Not God 1st and other things second, third etc.  God the one and only. 

c. Loving God mentioned over 10 times in this book, more than any other 

Old Testament book. 

3. Chapter 7 Dealing aggressively with sin in your heart. 

4. Chapter 8 When things are going well do not forget the Lord 

5. Chapter 9 Humble yourself.   
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6. Chapter 10 The second set of tablets; the reward of loving God and others 

ii. Chapters12-19 Obeying the word in public life, national life 

1. Chapters12-13 True worship versus false worship 

2. Chapters14-15 Dietary restrictions, tithing, generosity, and being a good 

boss. 

3. Chapters 16-18 Feasts, Justice, Rules for Kings/Leaders, Levites an example.  

The Great coming example. 

a. Chapters 17:18-20. Kings were to write their own copy of the law and to 

read it every day.  

i. Each of us who has any arena of influence over others ought to 

do the same.   BE STUDENTS of the word. 

b. Chapter 18:15-19. The coming Prophet, Jesus.   

4. Chapter 19 Cities of Refuge, real estate law, legal integrity. 

iii. Chapters 20-25 Obeying the Word in civil, family, or private life 

1. Chapter 20. The need for a man’s house to be in order before going to battle. 

a. 1Tim 3:2-7.   

2. Chapters 21-25 

a. Wide variety of civil and family law. 

b. Day to day issues and how to handle them 

c. Common sense, when you think and pray about them.  Common sense 

isn’t always so common though. 

E. Chapters 26-34 their future based on their obedience or disobedience 

i. Chapter 26 what they do when they come into the land 

ii. Chapter 27 the public display of the law 

iii. Chapter 28 the choice before them 

1. Greater amount of cursing’s than blessings listed. 

a. When we are obeying God we can just enjoy the blessings.  Simpler. 

b. God lists more curses to warn.  They are there for love. 

iv. Chapters 29-31 The passing of the covenant to this generation.  Prophecy related to 

their failures, and to God’s  mercies toward Israel 

v. Chapter 32 The Song of Moses.  God’s faithfulness, Israel’s weakness. 

vi. Chapter 33 Moses prophetically blesses the children of Israel. 

vii. Chapter 34 Death of Moses.   

1. His eye was not dim.  Moses could have led them into the land.  But God 

would not allow him to because he symbolized the law which could never 

bring people into the land of promise. 

2. Only JOSHUA, Hebrew YASHUA, Greek JESUS could do that.  Next book 

 

III. Where is Jesus? 

 

A. Jesus is the Prophet in chapter 18.  

i. The children of Israel would not hear God up on the mountain.  He was too 

frightening and far off and Holy. 

ii. They would hear Moses. 

iii. So God would raise up a man like Moses, who was also God.  And Him they would 

hear!  The common people heard him gladly! 
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B. The law is our tutor to bring us to Christ. 

i. The summation of the law is to love God with everything we have.  And that small, 

little three letter word, ALL, trips us up.  None of us love Him with all, and so we are 

all Guilty.  The law teaches us that we need Christ. 

ii. Jesus fulfills the law.   

1. Prophetically.  He is the one that Scripture speaks of. 

2. Personally.  He completely obeyed the law from His heart. 

3. Punitively.  He took he punishment of the law against us upon Himself. 

4. Powerfully in His People.  He fulfills the law in the believer by His might Spirit.  

Ezekiel 11:19-20 

 


